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1. I have read end stwdicd the veport ewxittod by the.Semior ,
Adviser 7th Division, The fact} conclusions, and recommondations are
" 4n accordance with inforuztion gathered by the IV Corps Advisory Statf

™
(A,
©
De
w during and irmediately subsequent to the episcde,
-
=]
-

2. I concur with the f{indingzs of the Senior Advisor 7th Infantry -
Division and reccumend no disciplinary action be taken azinst US Advisory -
personnel, :

3. This entire incident has been discussed vith the Tth, $th end
21st Division Scnlor Advisors, the TG IV Corpo and the Coucardors of the
AWY Divisions, Copies of tho ropors are beins furnished each division
in I7 Corps and the Corps Cousander. Furiher recc:miend that tho lessons
Jearaned be rade gvailable to all appropriste conmaniers. ‘
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HEADQUARTERS
7TH INFANTRY DIVISION ADVISORY DETACHMENT
US Militory Assistance Commond, Vietnom
-+ “APO- San- Froncisco 96359

MACVSITSA . .. . . .22 Fehruary 1966 .
SUBJECT: Gl Be Abush After Actlon Roport (MAGV/RCS/I3/2)

Timus Senfor fdvisor
IV Corps
Advisory Toam 96
APO US Farces 96215

ATH: 9324 " BWt RENCE COPY
AFQ US Forces 96213 Fuwr The Tn-
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-3e GENERAL. In eoplionco 1Ath MACV Dircotivae Numbor 3358,
this report is subnitted on tho Viot Cong anbush of a motor coavoy
consisting of 2 vohiclas carcylng the lst Sattalion, Llth Infoatyy
Regirent, 7th Infantry Division to Chi Lang Traiain: Contory Chon Dos
Provinces The ambush occurred ad about 0850 hours, i‘onday, 7 february
1966, alog Hlighway & 4n tho eastorn portion of Cat Jo vistrict, Dinh
Tuong wainco, 7th Divicion Tactical Arcae-

2. PURPOSS," This oover lottor is ny personal roviow and evaluaw
tion of tho saliont evonts of tho enbush and surrounding circunstancos
with a view toward dotermining vhint haprened vhys and, of greatost
ir; srtonco 9 prosecution of the joint U=OWil offord, whot lossoxs con
bo loarmsd or re-loarnad and whab can be dono to roduce to e absolute
ninlun tho poosfbility of similar incidontse I havo also gsught to
dotomine 4f disoiplinary action u\,atnat US advisory yorsonncl 18
epprasriatos
* 3 BASISe I have boen Soniar Advisor, Tth Infantry Divisio sinto
b Aupust 1965 oo doy fouoznn: tho anbush, I returnod to tho division
aftor a month's aboonces My xopord, thcrelore, 1s bagad on tho infore
ration contalnad 4n tho attochiod dacumentsy extonsive intorvicus of

aipropriate U3 adrisarag covercations with tha division eomandor .
and ronbars of his stafly aorlal and ground inspecilon of thy gabush
sito (3 doys aftor tho anbush) .acconyanled by ansro.rlato Le advisors

wen < Cooo—CONFOENTIL
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MACVIE-SA ' 12 Pebruary 1966
snmcr: Cal Be Ambush After Action P.eport (uacv/ics/a3f32 -

.. and the ’lth Division Deputy £or Cperations. Uuderlying all this, of
- course, is my porsonal knouledge end experience as Division Senior
Advisopr since Auzust 19¢5. I have personally gdirected, -orzanized,
supervised the compilation of this entire after action roport.
ke SUPPORTING DOCRIENTS. Dotailed accounts, factual information,
advisors! statements, end maps and skeiches can be found in the
supporting docimontse They are orgonized as follows:
Tab A ~ Naps and Sketches , X i
Tab B « Factual imbush Aftor Action Report, MACV Format
Tab C = Chronology of Ambush and Related Events
Tab D « Narrative Account of Anbush and Related Events
Teb E = Advisorst Statemente
Tab F « 7th Division ARVN end US G-3 Logs for 7 February 1966
Tab G » Summary of Tth Division « Dinh Tuong Sector Command
Relationships for Security of Hi._,hway 5, July 1965
February 1966

Se HHAT HAPFENSD, Following are the salient ovents that actually
happened, a8 I can best deternine.

e m.desnroad Knoylodne of 1 Move. In early January CO,
1/11 and his advisor learnod of scﬁe&u{aﬁ move to tralning centers
During second weok of January they learnsd the movom:nt date of 7
February. Mony members of ths battalion, their families, and persons

ocutside the battalion probebly had early kaayledge of the date end
destination of the schedulod move,

be Change of 15;1 Advisary Teams Composition of tho 1/1L
advisory tean was chanzed l=~0 Februarye. Captain Roof, after a two day
overlap, replaced Captadn Cillette as Batbtelion Advisore SFC Shriver
\ replaced H/Sgt Berry, who had been wounded and evasuated on 2 February.

I
\
|
|
|

1st Lt Draughn, who has been with the battalion since October 195,
. remained as sssistant battalion sdvisor. Captaln Glllotte wa- assigned
as Assistant G-5 Advisor with the edditional duty of acosmpanyrus tho
Tth Reconnaissance Corpany on operations as an advisore Captein Roof
ook over as battalion advisor on 6 February. Captain Roof has bassn
' Assistant O=5 Advisor since leci.oer and has acoompanicd the 7th fleeon
} Company on several oporations.
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HACVNT-SA b 12 Pebruary 1966
SUATICTs Gai Bo fubush Aftor Action Report (gmcv/ms/u/az)

- ¢s  Division Gporation. On 6 Febm'xry 7th Division planned for

7 February an operation in Long Jish Bistrict,’ '.)mh Tuong Jector to the
“north of Highway lie Plans included sioveront of' 3 divisioa OF to Loig e

Dinh district tow; employment, one platoon of arved helicoptors; a USAP
FAC 1~19 and fivs schednled air strikes; and the sinplo USA L~-19 allocated.
The division fisld CP opened at Long iinh at 070630 February, The first
battalion crosced §is LD at 06CO hourse The Division €O, his operational
staff, and tho Deputy Seniwr Advissr end his opumt.ioual. staff advisors
were ab tho Iield CP ab long Dinhe 3 3

ChY

de Arrsnesomonts for donvoys Cn 5 Febmary Tth Divizion inforrad
Mnh Tuong Secisr of 1/11 convoy awve scheduled nlong Ifichway b on 7
February, dlrected Sector t9 secure the routs from Ny Tho westuard to ly
Thuan ferry coross the iekons, and stated that division N0 would provide
119 for air coversa On G February Dinh Tuong Sector infomied Subescctors
taat én important convoy moves on 7 Pebriary from\ly Tho to ly Thuan ferry:
abd. $irocted Gabesoctors 4o assurs soourity w&thiu subegsector mreas befare
. 070730, ending at 1800, On 6 Febraary CO 1/11 and Advisar requested 1~19

artillery FO as colurn cover for convoy.i ARVY and US TCC porsons
nel pought allocatica of twos L-19%6 o covor both 7¢h Sivision nporation
and 1/11 convey schedulaa for 7 cobruarys Sithor one VAR and ono UsA
1=19 or 4o U3A L-19's would havo bacn acceptables They were sucsessful
in gotting only om L-19, a US Army oircrafte Jolatly the &iWNeU3 730
porsonne) daocidod that dus t9 tha prazinmity of ths division operawional
area and tho convoy route, ons L=19 alrcraft csuld visually rceoniaiior
the convey route and gupport btoth the division oporation and the convoy
covere 1/11 was fustructed to bo in the south sido of ¥y Thuan rerry by
070930 February. ,

¢s Intollirencas Frior to 7 February there wms no 1ndi.c-\tion ot.\
unusual Vist Cong activities aloag Highway k that nigh'(. indicate an |°

o m———

_ Swpending aabuch or attack on 1/11 coavoye | “ \\ <
O eption Plane The aftoruson of 6 Februa:y Tth MAvision N
noved 1/11 eas ong Mnh avay from My Thuan ferry to Ten filep

tome Information was diascmluatcd that 1/11 would probably move to the
tradning conter by atrs ;

g con;g%i.tion of 1/1) Sonvoye The 1/11 eanvoy thich departed
Ton Hiop town o 70300 Fobrasry consisted of twenty 2} ton trucks :
and four Jeopss Jh3 meubors of the battalion, some derondents, thros \
US advisors, and porsonal and ualt e.ulpment wars loaded on tha 24 vehiclea,
Order of 1oading t‘m hoad ¢9 rear was. 1st, Heacquarters, 2d, and 3d v

conpanios,
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MAGVAP=SA . 12 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cal Be Ambush After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

he Clearing Highway b in Ambush Site, Cai Be District. At
about 070630 Fobruary, one ir platoon of 20 men moved south from My Thauh
post to clear the enst side of Highway Le At about the same time one PP
platoon of 30 mon moved north from Cal Bo RJ to clear the east side of High-
way lie By about 0750 at a point roughly midway between the two start
points, the RF platoon set up a "blocking position* along Highway Lo The
FF platoon, after. nuaking physical contact with the RF platoon position,
returned to a "security position" to0 the south along Highway L. AL .
approaximately 0820 both units were attocked by the Viet Cong. The RF
platoon position suffered 3 KIA and § WIA and withdrow across Highway L
and t5 the norbhwest until it s out of contact. It then went into a
Hofensiver position® to the west of Highway L. The FF platoon suffersd no
casualties and apparently withdrew to Cai Be RJ. Viebnanese reports, vhich
I am unable to confirm, state thab the RF platodn informed Cal Be Subw
sactor headquarters of the VC attacka:d that Subesector then directed
My Thuan post and a P# oubpost north of the mbush area to halt the 1/11

. convoy and warn it of the ambushe. The fact is that the 1/11 wns not

warned of the VO attack on the RF and FF platoons, nor was Dinh Tuong
Seétor o Tth Division. Botween about 0810 cnd 0330 the USA Le19 eivcraft
with ARVN artillery FO made a visual reconnaissance of Highway L from
Hy Tho to My Thuan ferry. loither tho pilot nor his observer reported
anything suspicious. ‘ '

4o 1/31 Approaches the Ambushe As the 1/11 convoy approached
the ambush sila, vhe 2 venicles were traveling at aboub 60«70 kms/nour
and ware about 100 matsers apart. The battalion advisor estimates the
entire column was aboubt 20002500 meters longe The Ba CO was in the
twelfth vehicls, the advisory team in the fourteonths An ammunition
truck wes botween thems Tho dbattalion advisor had his radio tumad to
the division oporational frequency. N2 aircraft was overhoades There

was no indication of danger. The troops were mostly sitting on seats
along the truck side and facing inward.
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MACV-MT=SA : 12 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cad Be Aubush After Action Report (acv/res/33/32)

©o- Jo The Mmbush. At about 0850, as the head of the convoy was
about 300 meters north of Cal Be RJ and the advisory jesp was about 1500

.. meters behind the lead vehicle, the Viet Cong opened heavy automatic
weapons fire from both sides of the road and some morter and S7mm recoile
less rifle fire. Most of the fire come from west of Highway ke The lead
1 vehicles with the advisory jeep at the end spseded up and dashod
toward Cai Be RJ while their occupants fived to both sides of the road.
These i vehicles closed up fairly tight, stopped at Cai Be RJ, their
occupants dismounted and dsployed to dofend themselves against heavy encmy
fire they were still recelving from both sides of the highway tut mostly
from a longer range than where the ambush was sprung opposite the advisory
vehicle. i :

Unknowm to either the Bn CO or the advisor, the vehicls
immediately bohind the advisor!s jeecp had stopped on the road near the
.8ite of the initial firs and the rest of the column had closed up behind
him and halted alonz the roade The halted column stretched about 400
metors. Here the Viet Cong, from positions in thick, ohost-high grass,
rice; and vegetation within as olose as 15 maters of tie road delivered a
heavy volume of automatic weapons fire on the halted vehicles and on their
passengers who had either bocome casualties on the vehicles or had ro-
tiurnsd fire, dismountsd, and sought protection beside the rcad., Soms
troops apparently attempted to assault the Viet Conge The rear part of
the convoy obviously was caught in ths main ambush. Viet Cong fire was
hoaviest here. The Viet Cong assaulted tho soldiers of the 1/11, in=
fliocted heavy casualtiss on them and captured large smounts of equiprent.
This fight was over in 15 or 20 minutcs at the most, and the Viet Cong
begen thelr withdvawale The largest VC force, which was.to the west of
the highway, withdraw to the weste At aboubt the same tirme the ambush was
sprung, several 8lmm mortar rounds were fired into Cal Be district toum,
inflioting light casualties, and several &mm mortar rounds landed near
elements of the 2/6 armar troop located noar Cal Bs RJ.
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T A - : 12 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cai Be Ambush After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

ke _ Assistance Potentially Available to 1%. Potentially
available for reinforcement or assistance of the were the follow~
ing foress and weapons: two APC troops, two 105um artillery tubes,
a platoon of armed helicopters, and a flight of P=100's, 2/6 Aruor
troop was deployed around Cai Be RJ, Its mission was that of a reaction
force along Highway 4, 3/6 Armor troop was in Cai Lay district town
about 9 kms from the ambush, Its normal mission was that of reaction
force for use along Highway 4, but today it had boen designated as a
second resorve for the division operation, to be only employed after em-
ployncat of the 1/6 Armor troop in the division operational area,
Noither troop had been informed of the 1/11 convoy movement,

When lead 1/11 clements arrived at Cai Bs RJ, 2/6 was under
eneny fi: i3 temporarily without officers and advisors, who wers eating
breakfast in Cai Bo; and was oriented 4oward attacking enemy troops and
suspected 60 ma mortar positions almost due west of Cai Be RJ, rather
than toward assisting the 1/11 convoy of which 2/6 was virtually unaware,
3/6 was unaware of the smbush situation until about 0500 when €O, 6th
Aroor alerted it for a possible move to the ambush area, The armed hel-
dcopter platoon wis vn the ground at Binh Duc airstrip at iy Tho, about
37 kn to the east, The F-100 £lizht was orbiting with its FAC over the
division operational area. The USA 1~19 with its ARVN artillery FO was
over the western part of the division operational area, The artillery -
platoon at Cal Be was unawafe of the situation but within supporting
range, VNAF fighters were at Can Tho, 50 kns away. !

1. Actions After Ambush was Triggerad.

(1) 1/ The 1/11 fought two separate fights, The part
of 1/11 near Cai Be RJ, which included lst Co, some of Headquarters Co,
the In CO, and the advisory tean, disuounted and fought to both east and
west of the highway., Its fight partilly overlapped the fight of the 2/6
troop, which apparently thought it was fighting its ewn separate battle, -
The reer part of 1/11, caught in the main ebush about 1600 meters north
of Cai Bs RJ, was fighting its separate battles for survival, That fight
probably ended by 0905 or 0910, when the VG had accomplished their mission
and started to withdraw, About 0920 roughly 10 minutes after 2/6 began
attacking northwestward along highway 4, lst Co began advanting north a-
long highway & and Jinked up with the rear element of 1/11 about 0935,
From then until about 1700, the 1/11 worked at care and evacuation of
weunded and dead, malvaging equipment, policing the ambush site, repairing
vehioles, and preparing for return to long Dinh,

(2) 2/6. 2/6 troop promptly defended ibself when it came

undor attack at about 0850, Its officers and advisors rejoined about 0855,
About 0910 2/6 bogan an attack againet suspected VG locations northwest

" of Cal Be RJ, This attack eventually was turned in a more northerly di-
rection along the west side of Highway 4, It thus assisted lst Co, 1/11
in its advance to link up with the rear eleaent of 1/11, 2/6 continued
attacking the withdrawing VO untillabout 1500 whon it withdrew to Highway
4e 2/6 advisor was unaware 1/11 had been ambushed until about 1100,

T IR RIS S e O
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MACVRUT=SA ) 12 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cai Be Ambush After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

- . (3) 3/6. shortly after 0900 3/6 troop was alerted by
CO, 6th Armor Squadron to be prepared to move from Cai Lay to Cal Be
RJ, VWhen the CO, 6th Armor arrived at 3/6 location, 3/6 moved towerds
the ambush site and at about 1015 attacked suspected VG locations west
of Highway 4 and north of the ambush site, It attacked withdrawing
VC until about 1500 when 3/6 withdrew to Highwoy ke :

. (4) USAF FAC and F=)00 Flisht. Division CP, which re-
ceived first word of the ambush at 0856, imwediately diverted USAF FAC
and his F=100 flight froa division operational area to ambush site, FAC
arrived over ambush about 0902, His F=100's had sufficient fuel to re-
main on stationabout 30 minutes, FAC sized up the situstion, felt that
he was able to distinguish friendly from enemy position, requested per-
mission for 1/11 CO to select air iargets, requested permission to put
in air strikes, had permission denied about 0925, and diverted to division
operational area his F=100's and a flight of Fwh's which arrived about
0922, The FAC was extremely frustrated and bitter that his air reserve
had not boen used at the arbush site, - FAC put in air strikes to wast of-
Highway 4 from about 10001300,

(5) Artillery end USA 1e19, USA 1«19 aircraft with ARVN
artillery FO arrived over ambush site about 0859, This aircrafi was prie
mary radio relay botween 1/11 USAF FAC aircraft and the Command and Cone
trol Helicopter carrying Division Commander and Depuly Senier Advisor.

He algo adjusted artillery fire. About 0918 two artillery tubes at Cal
Be bejan firing to east of Highway 4, At 1000 hours 4 artillery tubes
which had been moved from the division operational area arrived at Cai Lay
and began firing on suspscted VC vithdrawal routes east of Highway ke

(6) Armed Helicooters, Ordered at 0501 to depart Binh Duc
airstrip near My Tho and go to ambush site, armed platoon arrived at an=
bush site about 0928 and commenced to operate west of Highway 4 against
targets roquested by 1/11 and the two armor troops and against targets of
opportunity, Assisted with evacuating casuslties, Returned to division
eperational area at 1230,

o (7) VNAF. VNAF FAC arrived over ambush site sbout 0920 and
ltwhngv;tting in VNAP air strikes west of Highway 4 en withdrawal routes
‘bout [ ]

(s) co Advisop, Upon arrival Cai Bs RJ Bn CO

disnounted; reported his situstion to division as he knew it; erganized
_ his defense; attempted unsuscessfully to contact his rear elerment; sought

te get the 2/6 troop to attack north aleng Highway 4; requested artillery
and air support; sent his lst Company north to link up with ths rear '
element of 1/11; after 2/6 began its attack to the northwest en the west °
side of the highway, met the division commonder and DSA when they landed
pear hinm anout 0940; went to main ambush erea and only then reslized how
heavily the V¢ had attack his rear elezent; and then supsrvised evacuation,
policing, repair, and move back to Long Dinh,
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MACV-3iT=SA ) 12 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cai Be Ambush After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

1/11 Advisor reported to division CP the 1/11 situation
as he knew it, first reporting at 0856. Ee requested :. artillery and
arned helicopter support; provided targets to USA L-19, which acted as =~ _
radio relay for him; assisted the battalion commandsr with his duties : j
during the fight, advance to the main mmbush site, evacuation, and
activities preparing for move back o Long Dinh.

i

“ -} (9) 1ith Regimental Commonder and Advisor. €0, llth
Regiment and his Advisor were 1ully engased with the division operation.
The CO was informed of the ambush as soon as division kmew of it, but he
could influence the action in no way. Nor could his advisore

——- i (10) Division Commander and Deputy Senior Advisor. Ab
0856 at his fisld CP at Long Dinh, Division CO was infommed of the ambush.
He diverted F-100's to the anbush area; directed the armed helicopter
platoon to go the ambush area; ordered CO, 6th Armor to send assistance o
s sent four artillery tubes from the division opsraiional area to
support the 1/11. Then Division CO with his Deputy for Operations, the
Deputy Senior Advisor, and G3 Advisor boarded the CC helicopter and de-
parted for the amtusharea. thile sloft and enroute to the ambush site
both the Division CO and DSA attempted to get situation report from 1/11
and from Division CP in order to determine how to use the available air,
artillery, and armed helicopter supporte The CC radio consols functioned
improperly, and both Vietnemese and Amsrican had greah communications
‘@ifficultias from the C&C helicoptere About 0925 the Division CO and DSA
ship arrived over the ambush site, orbited and attempted to ascertain
the situation, landed about 0940, and procsedsd to the main ambush site.
While airborne, Division €O, not knowing ths ground situation and location
of friendly and enemy troops, denled USAF FAC permission to use air support
in the immediate ambush area and directed tha artillory to fire cast of
Highway li and the armed helicoptors 1o operats west of Highwey lLe After
learning more about the situation, he anthorized use of alr west of the
highway along routes of withdrawale A VNAF air strike went in about 0945,
Upon reaching the location of the main anbush and seeing the situation
there, Nivision CO directsd that evacuation begin by air and roade

M

s Dsputy Senfor Advisor and G-3 Advisor assisted their counter-

parts in the above activities; attermted 49 ascertain the sitvation throuzh
use of US communications; kept the Division CO and Doputy for Operations
$nformed of the status of US support and of the ground situation as reported
through US channels; recommended use of support; and worked closely with
their counterparts in attempting to removs some of the thick fog of war
from vhat they knew was a critical situation. They, too, were handicapped

by the faulty functioning of the consolo radios. The pilot, Warrior 6,
attompted to relay for them.

i

me Pursuit of Vit Conze Limited pursuit of the Viet Conz was
conducted by the tudo armored troops who attacked perhaps as far as 500-600
meters west of Highway L and principally by air, artillery, and armed
helicopters firepower,
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MAV=TT-54 12 Febrasry 1956
SUBJLCE:  Cal Be Aubugh After Actica igport (HACV/2C3/33/32)

. Ne lﬁg :..’Eﬁth;

_ (1) osams Fersonnuli of 353 soldisrs in the eun-

voy T4 were KIA, &4 wid, 4b 1. Egudpewrdt 1 FA5-5, 8 PRO-10, 7

" pistols, 1 60m movtar, ) 61 wm nortar, 1 57 oi IR, 6 X:G, 8 Bul'e, 3
5-7? goensds launchors, 1 30 e.d iG, 33 H-l rifles, 65 carbinss.

... {2) known ¥ lossas. 33 KIA conflrusd, ) P, 14ft1s
‘equdpaat captursds Two woapoas coptureds. ) 8AR, 118G, 3 carbinos,
two 5-kilo rines uith detorating wire fovad wost of the subush site,

“(3) Future of 1/11, Tha battzlion did nst go ta training
‘eenter as achouwlede 4L wist new rest, refit, retrult, traln, znd be
galo dnte virtually a naw battalien,

. o [Jth Diviaion G-2'g stirto of Hew frbush las fob Une Sasing
kls eatinste priwsrily sn his dnterrogution £ the Vo priscner teken near
tho umbush site, the Livision C-2 hay reccastiuctod the pribatle sabting
up of tho aabush in the following watnere Tha VS prisonar odnited to be
a neahar of the 263 3a, The cabush probsbly had boun plannad. for ading
time and was probodbly dirested spacifically toward the 1/3il., It vas ¢~
dustad by the 283 In (=) oporaiing wast of Highwuy & avl tuo Jistrict
coaraniea, Cai te and Cud Lay, o thseaat ol idghway 4e The two district
coa;enies daprossed esout 100150 elvilians as laborers, porturs, and
hostagess Abdut §00 froa the 263 in («) and 3C5-430 frox the two dis-
trict couronies wors Jovelved in the azbush, bedu stlack and suprorting
troo;es The 203 in- (=) tovaed into the aub.sh slto frca novthwsst of
Bighway &4, spending 3«4 Fobruary abowt 15 ms partiwzst of the ahuch eite
snd 5-4 February ouout soven ks sway. Larly sorning of 7 Fobruary, the
VO amhugh troops droppad their yacks and heavy equdguent in the forvard
&38anbly area, toved forvard to esteblisd snd coidued the ecbush, wd
aned 10 ratwn to plek up equijuante The district conpunies novod fram
he dast te tho anbush sito and estadlished a blocting position east of

léif-):;s.v he 263 (=) withirew to tho moerthuest and the distrlct cxwynles
o the east, .

6s  CIROLUSING MD G &-INTS BASuD T8 %uaT BAYP XUG".  Ths folloving
specific concl.eions apo dirschzd to polds devaeloje! dn perazraph § sbwva,
Coaamt g cre »ad: wien ocopeldorad aprropelzte. Cunerul cunclusions will
b Usted 1a the folloedng paragraphs

ne Vot Loy proesably wore seiro of the datalls of scheduled
1/21 wove suffielantly sarly 9 plan rehonres, and execile an tmoush
Cecdcnod wxpressdy for thst thas l/11Lh tove,

bozesuso 3/10) was meving to & trafndng cenber for sovoral wooks
treining, thofe wes protidly o fevilng sty eoue Victnamezg and duurdcuns
dnvelv.d wilh & cauvoy arrunccabs bl Srde wog mobe poerly sn Miiinine
dsteatdve™ than "operstdonal” ove e st .0 sy stbask vao Jass likvly
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in Dinh Tuong Province than outside the 7th LTA, This feeling prrobably
contributed to on unconscious relaxation of gig:ltence.

. ©e Change of the composition of the 1/11 advisory team at this
tigo was loglcal and had little or no adverss effect on the performance of
the advisory teom and the bsttalion during this mcidm.

Oomment. -Since Captain Gillette will depart Vietnam at the
time the 121 was scheduled to complete its training,.it was desirable to
assign a new advisor having tims renaining for post-training service with
the battalion, Captain Roof's operationsl experdience as advisor to the
7th Reconnaissance Company had acquainted him with the type warfare that
prevells hera, Lieutenant Draughnts previous four month?s service with

1/11 provided advisor contimzity.

d, Command arrangemwta tor sscurity of Highway 4 are faulty
and divigion of responsibility betwoen division and ractor wmclear,

Comment, While division was responsible for thel/J1 convoy
movement , sector was responeible for securing the route, Unity of commnand
is sbsent and there is no single point of responsibility for coordination/
everything aff.cting either a security missiom or a convoy movement or the
two together,

*

e. staff planning and supervision of a:rangements for the convoy
ware faulty, ;

Cament, ' The convoy should have included armored vehiales and
had 14—19 column covere Reaction units along the route were not notified the
oonvoy was comings 6th Armor, 2/6, 3/6. Insdequate comprehensive commmnicats
dons system exists for r.upid reporting end exchage of information of all units
concerned with securdty and convoy movement, _

fo Exeoution of the route security mission was faulty,

Coument, Although the RF-PF platoons made contact with the
ViethCong in “ho ambush area, 1/11 was not halted and warned,

8¢ The Viet Cong ambush was masterfully executed,
Cormant, With a force of 600~700 Viet Cong covering such &
. ),arge area 80 near Highway 4, one would think that at least one civilian
would warn GVN forces of the threat,

he Division units and US advisory personnel need nore- effective
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training in convoy org:nizallon, conduct, and reaction to zabush,

i. Tho potential Wi prescnt for providing more offdctiva and
xore rapid aspistance to 1/11 afier the azhush was trigrered, particlarly
F-1C0 end F-4 flights end probably artillery at Cai Bs,

Comment, Tho iivisicen Commmdar hsd a far less clear plcture
of the :pund situition then d¢id tho PAC or ths USA L-19 pllot and ALVE
artillery FO, And whils in the C%0’holicopter, the Sivision Cozmonder and
ths leputy Loulor Advior were basat with comsanications dirfffcultizs, In
retrospact, tho Udvisiom Commander end his Advisor could probably have
influenced the action wors effestively had thoy remeined at the divieion C.P.
and sent their representativas forward in ths helicopter, Thers 1a also

greas Serit in clving the cozuander on th: ground in a erdtical situation,
in this case C2 1/11, target ap, roval auti:ority for eir ard artillery,

Je ingagenant of five A4V battallons in the divialon operation -
in Long Hnh virtually clinminated the division's capability to pursue quickly
the withdrawin: Viet Cong.
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7. GENERAL CONCIUSIGHS. I have reached the following overall con-
. clusions concerning the ambush and related matter.

"WW

- - @e ¥hile it is impossiblée to eliminate completely -all possi-
bility of an ambush, the 7th Division and its US advisory detachment should

have taken several steps which would have greatly reduced the likelihood

of ambush of the 1/11 convoy. These steps 1ie principally in the realm

of more effective command arrangmeats for security of Highway L and of

dmproving staff planning and supervision. Huch of this ambush incident was

characterized by absence of the high standards of military professionalism i

of which the 7th Division and its Advisory Detachmert are capable,

be The central rroblem to be solved 4s the unsatisfactory conmend
arrangemant and unclear assignment of rasponsibility relating to securlty Q
of Highway L in Dinh Tuong Province. Until unity of command responsibility
exists for security of Highway lj, there is little hope for appreciably

. increasing security along that route. (See Tab G for several command
errangements for Highway b that have been tried since July 1965 and found
wanting.

W:Se ¥hile reaction of soms potential reinfarcements to ambush
of 1/11ssiow and uncertain, no real basis exists for chapging Vieinamese
decisionenakers or their Anericen advisors with grossly wrong decisions
or incompetence. One might disagree with soms of the decisions made; but
at tho same time, he must appreciate the circumstances under which they
were made, the limited and often confusing information availabls at the
time, ond the reasoning on which they were based.

d. Current RVNAF and MACV anti-ambush doctrine and pi'ocedures ’
if faithfully and intelligently adhercd to, are sound and adsquate.

¢. Disciplinary action against any US advisar is inappropriate.
8+ RECGMENDATIONS, I recommend that:

as Units due to attend training centers be scheduled for movee
nent at the latest time possible and moved preferably by air but habitue
ally by a different plan from that first announced.

. be This ambush and its inherent lessons be summarized and
widaly distributed among RVNAF and MACV forces.

¢e No disoiplinary action bo initiated against any US advisor.
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9, LESSONS LEARNZED. No new lessons were learned. Old, familiar
lessons wore re-leamned and reaffirmeds That is thoe tragedy and profese
sional shame of the entire incident.

- .10 PLANS TO PREVENT SIMILAR INCIDENES IN THE FUTURE, 70 seek to
pwvetrt. future ambushes end similar enenv attacks, I iatend to mrk on
two l.evel.s'

find more effective solutions to the problems mentioned above, particu~
larly the basic problem of more effective command arrangements for secure

be I will Sncrease the sensitivity to threat of ambush, awarensss
of the nced for constant security and professional competence of members
of the 7th Division Advisory Detachmant to prevent or deal with ambushess

' . 8¢ I will work ulth my countervart, 7th Division Commander, to '

smﬁfn. B,..RRI, Jr 9‘

Coloiicl, Infantry

Senior Advisor
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